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On average, researchers spend just over four hours searching for research articles a week 
and more than 5 hours reading them. They read 5 – 6 articles per week and only half are 
considered useful

Using Published Literature
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Scopus is the largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed 

literature, and features smart tools that allow you to track, analyze and 

visualize scholarly research. 

5000+
Publishers

Scopus delivers a comprehensive view on the world of research.

No packages, no add-ons. One all-inclusive subscription.  

22,800+

Serial titles

150,000+

Books

77.6 

million
Items

16 million
Author profiles

~70,000
Affiliation Profiles

1.4 billion cited references

dating back to 1970

Identify and analyze which 

journals to read/submit to

Help researchers manage career-

citation counts and h-index

Decide what, where and with

whom to collaborate

Track impact of research;

monitor global research trends

Find out what already exists in

the global world of research

Determine how to differentiate

research topics, find ideas
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Global Representation means global discovery 
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What content is in Scopus?
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Scopus includes content from more than 5,000 publishers and 105 countries
• 77.6M records from 24K serials, 119K+ conferences and 217K books

• 40 different languages covered

• Updated daily – approximately 10,000 articles indexed per day

• Multiple regional content types covered (journals, conferences, books, book series)

• 9.19M Open Access documents

• 5,527 active Gold Open Access Journals indexed

Global Representation means global discovery 
Across all subjects and content types

24,039**
Peer-reviewed journals

294
Trade journals

5,527
Active Gold Open Access 

journals

>8,000
Articles in Press

Full metadata, abstracts and cited 

references

Physical 

Sciences 

7,441

Health 

Sciences 

7,133

Social 

Sciences 

8,698

Life 

Sciences 

4,601

119K
Conference events

9.87M
Conference papers

Mainly Engineering and 

Computer Sciences

852
Book series

38K
Volumes

1.5M
Items

217K
Stand-alone books

1.78M
Items

Focus on Social

Sciences and A&H

Number of 

Journals by 

subject area* Journals Conference Books

*Journals may be classified in multiple subject areas: this count includes current actively indexed titles only

**Total number of Scopus journals in database including inactive titles is 39,743



|
10|

The Bibliographic Index Leader

>75M records and over 23,500 active titles from more than 5K international 

publishers. More than 3,759 Gold Open Access journals indexed, 165K books 

and 8,3M conference proceedings*

Unbiased, comprehensive journal coverage with titles from many reputable 

scholarly publishers:

Source: Feb 2018 title list at https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content

Scopus 

delivers a 

comprehensive 

view on the 

world of 

research

No packages, 

no add-ons.

One all-

inclusive 

subscription

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
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Scopus is the Gold Standard: 
Evaluation, ranking, reporting, landscape analysis and 
other strategic efforts

New Jersey

Economic

Development

Authority

National

Science

Foundation

Reach NC

MD Anderson

CAPES Brazil

UK BIS Queen’s

University

Belfast

STINT

Université

Paris Saclay

vThe World 

Bank

Russian

Foundation

for Basic

Research

Ural

Federal

University

ISTIC

IISER

Peking

University

Keio

University

TCI-Thailand

NRF-

Korea

Nanyang

Technologica

University

Nigerian

Government

Gazi

University

European

Commission

& ERC

FCT Portugal

Italy ANVUR

Kiel

University

Danish BFI

Germany IFQ

Rankings 

organizations

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fallvectorlogo.com%2Fimg%2F2017%2F05%2Forganisation-for-economic-co-operation-development-oecd-logo.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fallvectorlogo.com%2Forganisation-for-economic-co-operation-and-development-oecd-logo%2F&docid=Wr07WIB-AULh2M&tbnid=XuZQzOcH-L8QkM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiDxpHsndDlAhUH16QKHfhrB8EQMwhkKAIwAg..i&w=920&h=500&safe=active&bih=1087&biw=1920&q=OECD%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwiDxpHsndDlAhUH16QKHfhrB8EQMwhkKAIwAg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings/methodology

https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings/methodology
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Transparent Scopus selection criteria for serial content

Journal Policy Quality of Content Journal Standing Regularity Online Availability

Eligible titles are reviewed by the Content Selection & Advisory Board according to a 

combination of 14 quantitative and qualitative selection criteria: 

• Convincing editorial 

concept/policy

• Type of peer-review

• Diversity geographic 

distribution of editors

• Diversity geographic 

distribution of authors

• Academic 

contribution to the 

field

• Clarity of abstracts 

• Quality and 

conformity with stated 

aims & scope

• Readability of 

articles 

• Citedness of journal 

articles in Scopus

• Editor standing

• No delay in 

publication schedule

• Content available 

online

• English-language 

journal home page

• Quality of home 

page

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content/content-policy-and-selection or titlesuggestion@scopus.com

Previous webinar with more information on Scopus  content selection criteria : https://blog.scopus.com/webinars

Peer-review English 

abstracts

Regular 

publication
Roman script 

references
Pub. ethics 

statement

All titles should meet all minimum criteria in order to be considered for Scopus review:

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content/content-policy-and-selection
mailto:titlesuggestion@scopus.com
https://blog.scopus.com/webinars
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Continuous, online title review process for selecting 
new journals for Scopus coverage 
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Independent Content Selection Advisory Board (CSAB)
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Searching Scopus - Demonstration
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Use Cases

▪ Exploring literature

▪ Identifying potential collaborators

▪ Assessing the quality or ‘impact’ of a paper

▪ Analyzing journals for reading or to target publication

▪ Your Scopus author profile

▪ Any other topics you want to nominate
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Sources & Metrics

Search Functions

Refine Search 

Parameters

Exploring Literature
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Advanced search box 

allows combining of 

many codes, using 

operators – which 

allows for complex 

searches

Operators and field 

codes can be 

selected here, or 

typed into the box

Outline query 

breaks lines at 

logical points which 

helps structure the 

search and identify 

errors
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Advanced Search Field Codes – 64!!

ALL

ABS

AF-ID

AFFIL

AFFILCITY

AFFILCOUNTRY

AFFILORG

ARTNUM

AU-ID

AUTH

AUTHFIRST

AUTHLASTNAME

AUTHCOLLAB

AUTHKEY

BOOKPUB

CASREGNUMBER

CHEM

CHEMNAME

CODEN

CONF

CONFLOC

CONFNAME

CONFSPONSORS

DOCTYPE (XX)

DOI

EDFIRST

EDITOR

EDLASTNAME

EISSN

EXACTSRCTITLE

FUND-ALL

FIRSTAUTH

FUND-SPONSOR

FUND-ACR

FUND-NO

INDEX

INDEXTERMS

ISBN

ISSN

ISSNP

ISSUE

KEY

LANGUAGE

MANUFACTURER

ORCID

PAGEFIRST

PAGELAST

PAGES

PMID

PUBDATETXT

PUBYEAR

REF

SEQBANK

SEQNUMBER

SRCTITLE

SRCTYPE (XX)

SUBJAREA(XX)

TITLE

TITLE-ABS

TITLE-ABS-KEY

TITLE-ABS-KEY-AUTH

TRADENAME

VOLUME

WEBSITE



|
24|

Advanced search strings can be used in Document  
Search tab.
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• Choosing Search Terms

• Use specific search terms that are closely related to your research topic

• Include alternative words and abbreviations

• Avoid words that are too general

• Use Boolean Operators

• AND

• Finds documents that contain ALL of the terms

• Use this when the terms must appear and may be far apart from each other

• Example: “Programmable Logic Controller AND Elevator”

• OR

• Finds documents that contain any of the terms

• Use OR when at least one of the terms must appear (such as synonyms, 
alternate spellings, or abbreviations)

• Example: micromouse OR picomouse

• AND NOT

• Excludes documents that include the specified term from the search

• Use AND NOT to exclude specific terms. This connector must be used at the 
end of a search.

• Example: micromouse OR picomouse AND NOT rodent

Search Functionality
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• Finding Variations of a Word

• To search for an exact phrase, including any stop words, spaces and 
punctuation, enclose the phrase in braces or inverted commas: {air con} 
or “air con”

• Special characters are included in the search

• Wildcards are searched as characters

• Finding Phrases

• Use wildcard characters to search for variations of a word

• Question mark (?) replaces a single character anywhere in a word. Use 
1 question mark for each character you want to replace

• Asterisk (*) replaces multiple characters anywhere in a word; it can be 
used to replace 0 and more characters. 

Search Functionality
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• SARS Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)

• 526 Document Results – Search for “Novel Coronavirus”

• 566 Document Results – Search for “Novel Coronavirus”, add search 
field, use the OR Boolean modifier, and include “COVID-19” or “2019-
NCOV”

• Remote Control Automated Fire Ignition System

• 2 Document Results – Search for “Fire Ignition System”, add search 
field, use the AND Boolean modifier, and include “Automat*”

• 113 Document Results – Search for “Ignition System”, add search field, 
use the AND Boolean modifier, and include “Automat*”

• Smart Controller for Air Conditioning System

• 2,121 Document Results – Search for “controller”, add search field, use 
the AND Boolean modifier, and include “air con*”

• 4 Document Results – Search for “smart controller”, add search field, 
use the AND Boolean modifier, and include “air con*”

Exercise
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1 2 3Refine Search 

Results
Mendeley/ Download/ Citation 

Overview/ View Cited by / 

Alert Setting / View 

References etc

Sorting Option

(Date, Number of 

Citations, Relevance, 

First Author, Source Title)

3

1

2

4 Abstract/ 

Article Record

4
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Author/Article 

Information

Abstract and 

Keywords of the 

articles

Metrics

Cited Documents

Related Documents



|
30|

Article Metrics Module
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Export to Mendeley

Mendeley is a reference manager allowing you to 

manage, read, share, annotate and cite your 

research papers...



|
32|

Mendeley is a reference 

manager allowing you to 

manage, read, share, 

annotate and cite your 

research papers...

...and an academic social 

network with 3 million 

users to connect like-

minded researchers & 

discover research trends 

and statistics…

…forming a crowdsourced 

database with a unique 

layer of social research 

information and an Open 

API 

Looking for an easy way to store references and collaborate with others?

Manage, organize and connect around books and journals with Mendeley, seamlessly 

embedded in ScienceDirect

Quickly export your Book chapters and journal articles into Mendeley from ScienceDirect

Export to Mendeley
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Analyze Results
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Setting up Search Alerts

Set Search Alert
Set Alert  - Search Alert is saved 

search that you can schedule to run 

at regular (daily/ weekly/ bi-weekly/ 

monthly) intervals. Search Results 

will be sent to your mailbox
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ORCID
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Many researchers that too closely 

resemble one another.

Dr. Smith Dr. Smith Dr. Smith

Researchers publish 

under name variations.

Dr. Smith

Dr. J. Smith

Dr. James Smith

What is the Challenge? Scholarly Name Ambiguity
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What is the solution? ORCID!

ORCID, the Original Researcher 
Contributor ID, provides a persistent 
digital identifier that distinguishes you 
from every other researcher and, through 
integration in key research workflows 
such as manuscript and grant 
submission, supports automated 
linkages between you and your 
professional activities ensuring that your 
work is recognized.

Dr. James Smith

46533489

Dr. Smith

Dr. J. Smith

Dr. James Smith
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PlumX Metrics
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USAGE
(clicks, downloads, views, 

library holdings, video plays)

CAPTURES
(bookmarks, code forks, favorites, 

readers, watchers)

MENTIONS
(blog posts, comments, reviews, 

Wikipedia links)

SOCIAL MEDIA
(+1s, likes, shares, tweets)

CITATIONS
(citation indexes, patent 

citations, clinical citations)

Metrics 

Categories
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The five categories of metrics are displayed for quick and easy understanding in a 

data visualization known as the Plum Print. When you rollover the Plum Print, more 

detail for each of the categories is visible. You can also click on it to get to all the 

detail for the metrics.

• The Plum Print is dynamic, each circle in the Plum Print represents the metrics in 

the associated category by color. 

• The larger the circle, the more metrics in that category. 

• There is a variety of ways to represent the Plum Print on article pages or in result 

lists. 

• Designed to communicate engagement without a score

Plum Print
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Author Search
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Author Search

Author Search Function
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1

2

3

4

5

Author Details

Author Corrections

Search Functionality

Sorting Option

(Date or Number of Citations)

Author History

1

2

3

4

5
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Affiliation Search
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Affiliation Search
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Author and Affiliation Wizard

• Including both Author and Affiliation Profiles, Scopus delivers a comprehensive view on 
the World of Research.

• Scopus includes 16M Author Profiles and 70,000 Affiliation Profiles*. 

• Scopus is the only database that implements algorithmic and systematic author 
disambiguation with high accuracy to create and maintain the most precise and 
complete profiles in the industry.

• Authors can themselves make changes using the Author Feedback Wizard.
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Source Browser & Journal Analyser
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Research Metrics 

▪ Research metrics give a balanced, multi-dimensional view for assessing the 
value of published research. 

▪ Based on the depth and breadth of its content, Scopus works with researchers, 
publishers, bibliometricians, librarians, institutional leaders and others in 
academia to offer an evolving basket of metrics that complement more 
qualitative insights. 

▪ Throughout Scopus, you can access multiple metrics at the journal, article and 
author levels.
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Sources Browser
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Journal Metrics in Scopus: CiteScore, SNIP and SJR

SJR

• SJR = SCImago Journal Rank

• More prestigious nature of citations that 

come from within the same, or a closely 

related field

• Overcome the tendency for prestige 

scores the quantity of journals 

increases 

• Readily understandable scoring scale with 

an average of 1 for easy comparison 

www.journalmetrics.com

SNIP

• SNIP = Sourced Normalized Impact per Paper

• Refined metric calculation, better corrects 

for field differences

• Outlier scores are closer to average

• Readily understandable scoring scale with an 

average of 1 for easy comparison 

CiteScore
• A metric that gives a more comprehensive, 

transparent and current view of a journal’s 

impact. 

• A 3 year citation window

• CiteScore’s numerator and denominator both 

include all document types. This includes 

articles, reviews, letters, notes, editorials, 

conference papers and other documents 

indexed by Scopus are included. The 

numerator and the denominator used in the 

CiteScore calculation are thus consistent.

http://www.journalmetrics.com/
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CiteScore is a simple metric for all Scopus journals

CiteScore Impact Factor

A = citations to 3 years of documents A = citations to 2 or 5 years of documents

B = all documents indexed in Scopus, same as A B = only citable items (articles and reviews), 

different from A

B

CiteScore 2018 value 

B

=

A

Documents from 3 years

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

A

2014
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Sources Browser
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Sources Browser
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Research Excellence
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Collaborating Affiliations Documents by Source

View: Documents/Authors/Patent Results

Scopus Affiliation Profile
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View Document Results
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Analyse Search Results
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Scopus Author Profile Affiliation



|
63|

Scopus Author Profile Affiliation
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Scopus Help & Resources
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Live Chat, Help and Tutorials
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Elsevier Researcher Academy

Elsevier Researcher Academy is an online platform which takes you through the different 

phases of the research cycle – from the beginnings of research preparation, through the 

publishing process, all the way to demonstrating impact.. 

▪ Prepares PhDs and Postdocs for their careers – either inside or outside of academia

▪ Helps researchers attain funding for their research

▪ Facilitates more researchers’ papers being accepted in top journals

▪ A completely free service, providing support throughout the entire research cycle

https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com/
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Elsevier Researcher Academy
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Elsevier Journal Finder

Find the perfect journal for your article 

Elsevier Journal Finder helps is a free resource which allows researchers to find journals that 

could be best suited for publishing your scientific article. 

Powered by the Elsevier Fingerprint Engine™ (https://journalfinder.elsevier.com), Journal 

Finder uses smart search technology and field-of-research specific vocabularies to match 

your article to Elsevier journals. 
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Elsevier Journal Finder
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Key findings in the report show:
▪ Growing investment in R&D: Malaysia’s gross expenditure on research and development was $12 billion 

USD in 2018, with an increase of 50% since 2014.
▪ Increasing presence in the QS World University Rankings: the number of Malaysian institutions in the 

rankings rose from six in the 2016 rankings to 20 in the 2020 rankings.
▪ Malaysia as an attractive knowledge and research destination for international faculty and students, 

and especially for highly prolific and impactful researchers that come from English-speaking countries on 
a short-term basis.
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Where to find more information
Learn and connect with us via the Scopus blog, newsletter, Twitter, 
infosite & more!

Scopus info site: 
elsevier.com/scopus

Newsletter

Blog.Scopus.com Twitter.com/Scopus

Librarian toolkit
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Q & A
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Nicholas Pak

n.pak@elsevier.com

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NPCOVID

mailto:n.pak@elsevier.com

